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DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the European Commission’s 
ambitious ratification plan for the EU-Japan trade deal 

Brussels, 29 January 2018 

 

DIGITALEUROPE strongly welcomes the European Commission’s ambitious schedule for a speedy ratification of 

the EU-Japan bilateral Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), as outlined by Commissioner Malmström during 

a hearing at the European Parliament’s committee on international trade (INTA) on 23 January.  

Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director-General, said: “DIGITALEUROPE has always been a very active 

supporter of the EU-Japan trade agreement. It reinforces a long history of strategic and commercial cooperation 

and has the potential to boost growth, jobs and access to innovative services in the EU and in Japan. We look 

forward for a swift implementation.” 

“Having said that, we hope that the EU and Japan remain committed to working towards the successful adoption 

of adequacy decisions under their respective data protection rules as soon as possible this year. Cross-border data 

flows are an essential resource for economic growth, global competitiveness and digital innovation”, she added. 

To celebrate the relationship between the two trading blocs and leverage the positive collaboration with the 

Japanese digital industry, Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl is planning to visit Japan before the Summer. She will meet with 

a series of key decision-makers, counterpart associations and industry representatives. 

The EPA was finalised in December 2017. The text now needs to be signed, ratified and implemented. The 

European Commission aims at processing the legal scrubbing and translation as fast as possible, to get it ratified 

by the Council in Spring and approved by the European Parliament before December. The agreement could then 

come into force in early 2019, just before the European Parliament recess and the end of the Juncker Commission 

mandate. 

 
For more information, contact:  
Lionel Sola, Director of Communications and Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
 
Sarah Wagner, Policy Manager 
+32 492 50 90 96 or sarah.wagner@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 60 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: 
http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG 
Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, 
Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp 
Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, 
VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   

 

http://www.digitaleurope.org/
mailto:info@digitaleurope.org
https://twitter.com/DIGITALEUROPE
http://www.digitaleurope.org/

